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Independent Data Collection Services

All half hourly electricity contracts in the UK must have an appointed data collector (DC)
who is responsible for collecting, processing and validating the meter reading data.
When this data has been collected it then passes this information to a Data Aggregator
(DA). These additional services are arranged by your chosen supplier; however with full
market deregulation it is now possible to contract your own data collection services
independently of your chosen supplier if you have a half hourly electricity meter (CoP5).

Benefits of Contracting

o0 Ownership of the data collection contract means that you can switch suppliers
as often as you want without any fear of loss of data, thus improving your
procurement power and ensuring continuity of service. As any gaps in data
normally associated with changes in supplier are minimised ensuring full sets of
data are available at procurement rounds.

0 A typical data collection contract is 60-months and most half hourly electricity
contracts are no longer than 36-months, which guarantee’s accurate data when
arranging your procurement process at the contracts natural anniversary.

o An independent data collection contract means you are getting truly impartial
high quality access to your data thus reducing dependency on your supplier's
data being correct in the first place.

o In addition to these benefits you will have full online access to your consumption
data (Day+1) to compile your own basic energy management reports or you can
choose from a suite of simple comparison charts from the online toolbox. The
data is also readily exportable into various file formats including csv, so that you
can import directly into your own spreadsheets for further analysis.

0 Because you have access to your consumption data faster (Day +1) more
relevant timely advice leading to potentially greater energy cost savings can be
implemented.

0 With access to all of your historical data it is also possible to contract an energy
management company if you require a more sophisticated energy management
programme. (Typically 15-20% energy savings when used in conjunction with
an efficient energy management policy)

o In nearly all cases, it is more financially viable to contract this service to a third
party as your chosen supplier would normally collect these charges on behalf of
a data collection company and include a margin for the processing of this
collection.

o If you have multiple sites it is possible to nominate key performance bench
marks against these, thus improving your companies overall energy awareness.

o0 There is no need to install any new cabling or meters as the service is
independent of you current installed hardware.

Online Data Provision Services

By contracting independently of any supplier ensures that your energy data is managed
by a third party and as suppliers can often change it offers continuality in service and
additional statistical analysis of your energy consumption. Some service providers will
charge an annual fee for a selection of energy reports, but most offer online access to
your raw data free of charge. Any outsourced solution will offer a more effective
mechanism for energy management and profiling of your energy consumption.
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